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Official ABMS® Display Agent

Your trusted source and partner. Together, making healthcare care better.
ABMS"

April 01, 2004
To whom it may concern:

The ABMS® considers the provision of physician specialty board
certification data as an important part of its ongoing mission and views the
credentialing process and the credentials verification sub-process as a
foundational component of patient safety.

Thus, the ABMS® takes the validity, credibility, reliability and integrity
of its primary equivalent source data very seriously. The ABMS® carefully
reviews what products and organizations will be allowed to distribute
ABMS" Board Certification Data based upon concerns for patient safety,
and compliance with JCAHO, NCQA and URAC accreditation
requirements .

Effective 01 April, 2004, The American Medical Association, an Official
Licensee of the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS™) is
hereby designated as an Official ABMS® Display Agent to serve as one
of the providers of primary source equivalent ABMS® Specialty Board
Certification Data when such Data is delivered through the following
AMA authorized products and services and no others:

AMA E-Physician Profile
AMA Masterfile (for uses approved in the
ABMS/AMA License Agreement)

Designation as an ABMS® Display Agent is conferred on a product or
application specific (not organizational) basis.

ABMS" Official Display Agents agree to abide by guidelines contained in
their respective licensing agreements with ABMS, which are intended to
protect the security and quality of data. ABMS®™ Board Certification Data
may be considered as primary source verified only if sourced from
specific products and services approved for Official Display Agent status
by ABMS. These products vary in format; features, functionality, intended
application and data update frequency. Users of these products should
determine the most appropriate sources for their unique needs.
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While the ABMS®™ Data might still be sourced from other sources that do
not bear Official Display Agent designation, the ABMS® is not currently
able to validate or control (according to the minimum mechanisms deemed

necessary) the processes and data security and integrity as they pertain to
the ABMS®’s Data reliability standards.

Thus, the ABMS® recommends that persons or entities using ABMS®
Data for any purpose, including particularly for physician credentialing
and privileging purposes, rely on products and services from the ABMS®™
or Official ABMS® Licensees bearing the designation of “Official
ABMS® Display Agent.”

The ABMS® shall promulgate an updated list of Official Display Agents
to accrediting bodies as changes are made to that list.

Thank you for supporting the promotion of quality healthcare in the
United States.

ST, . SpFeclle,

Stephen H. Miller, MD, MPH
Executive Vice President

Ethics. Honor. Skill. - ABMS®

Cc: JCAHO, URAC, NCQA

Inquiries regarding Official ABMS® Display Agent Status and other business related
questions may be directed to:

Robert G. Nelson, MBA

Director of Business Development

The American Board of Medical Specialties
rnelson@abms.org

847 491 9091 (x3005)

http://www.abms.org
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